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ABSTRACT Pandemic 2009 H1N1 Outbreak Response
Background: The emergence of 2009 Influenza A HIN1 posed significant challenges to public

health laboratories including the City of Milwaukee Public Health Laboratory. The dramatic surge Supporting Essential Services via Fublic Hoalth Laboratory Core Funciions
in workload in our laboratory from 854 influenza specimens in 2008 to 5,707 in 2009 (568% in-
crease) with >25% positivity rate resulted in significantly modified operations during a major
public health crisis

Role of the Laboratory Response Network

Over ten years of preparedness planning, and with support as a
member of the Laboratory Response Network (LRN), MHDL was
enabled to respond to many outbreaks and surges. This support
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H1N1 pandemic were examined in
the framework of their relationship to
core functions when mapped to the
10 Essential Services of Public
Health. Laboratory activities included
working with in-house investigators
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6 Laboratory improvement and regulation 4) political and organizational accountability, which rely on mea-

suring the effectiveness of public health activities against na-
tional standards such as the Essential Services.

A cross-walk of Core Functions to Essential Services has been described® and illustrates how
these measurable standards are linked and mutually support each other.

The goal of this poster is to show how measurable activities of the public health laboratory fulfill
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Therefore, linking activities of Core Functions to Essential Services
shows that public health laboratories play a critical role in meeting
the desired outcomes and goals of the Essential Services.
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MHD L y Surveillance and C This poster illustrates how in a severe test of the public health
system (2009 H1N1), the Public Health Laboratory System in Mil-

waukee contributed significantly toward achieving those goals.
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